
McNeese State Colorguard Auditions 

Information and Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Auditions will be held on Saturday April 29, 2017 

9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
 

What is required to be a member of the McNeese Colorguard? 
A member of the McNeese Colorguard needs to be a hard-working, energetic, spirited team player with a sound 

work ethic, good time management skills and a positive attitude. 

 

Eligibility: To be a member of “The Pride of McNeese Cowboy Marching Band” Colorguard, you must first be a 

student at McNeese State University. Members are required to have and maintain a 2.5 cumulative grade point 

average. For incoming freshmen: It would be beneficial to know your status concerning acceptance at the time of 

auditions, although it is not required. Should you be declared unaccepted, then you will no longer be eligible to be a 

member of the Colorguard. 

 

Technical Skills: Colorguard members must be able to perform a variety of dance skills and flag basics. Minimum 

required fundamentals include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Drop spins (left and right handed) 

 Double fast or speed spins (left and right handed) 

 Figure eights, blue devils, red devils, windmills (left and right handed) 

 Wind up tosses, drop spin tosses, blue devil tosses (left and right handed) 

 45 tosses and parallel tosses 

 

**This year we are not holding a Pre-Audition Clinic, however a video demonstrating all the basic skills 

necessary will be posted on the McNeese Bands YouTube channel as well as our respective Facebook pages** 

 

What should I expect at auditions? 
Auditions will start with a registration process followed by a short meeting to talk about what will happen 

throughout the day and what we are looking for in new members. A brief review of basic fundamentals will take 

place simply to teach everyone the exercises and specifics we use. A short routine will then be taught which will 

include those fundamentals as well as other flag maneuvers and dance elements. 

 

Auditions will take place in small groups in front of a panel of judges. Basic fundamentals and the routine will be 

used as criteria for evaluation. Results will be announced immediately after the judges have deliberated. 

 

Conduct: Candidates are expected to behave in a courteous and professional manner while auditions are taking 

place. No food or gum will be allowed and only water bottles with caps are permitted inside the building. Cell 

phones must be silenced. Auditions will be CLOSED. 

 

Returning Members: ALL returning members are required to audition every year and a spot is never guaranteed. 

 

What should I wear to auditions? 
We required that you please wear solid BLACK jazz or yoga type pants (shorts or Capri pants are acceptable) and a 

solid black tank top or t-shirt that you can easily move in. You will also need to wear either jazz shoes or sneakers. 

We ask that you wear your hair pulled back out of your face and absolutely no jewelry is allowed. Make-up is not 

necessary for auditions, but will be required for performances in the fall. Failure to comply with the dress code may 

affect your ability to audition. 

 

What should I bring to auditions? 
Equipment will be provided for you so that everyone is spinning with the same flag. All you would need to bring is 

the proper attire, your application form, a water bottle (with a cap) if you like, and a willingness to work hard and 

have fun. 



 

How many members are chosen for next year’s Colorguard? 
There is no set number of spots available. Members are chosen based on performance and ability. 

 

Why should I audition for the McNeese Colorguard? 
The McNeese Colorguard is a part of the Pride of McNeese Cowboy Marching Band which is recognized as one of 

the finest marching bands in the South. The MSU Colorguard is one of the most visual aspects of the marching 

band. Being a member of this organization provides students the opportunity to be part of an amazing team while 

continuing to learn performance and technical skills while making lifelong friends. 

 

What does the McNeese Colorguard do? 
The Colorguard performs at all home football games (including playoffs) and at least one away game, homecoming 

pep rally, parades and other various performances. Along with the band, the guard also performs at our marching 

festival, Band Spectacular concert and other area high school marching festivals and games. 

 

Launched in the Spring semester of 2015, McNeese began its first competitive winterguard unit. McNeese Blue 

competes in the Louisiana-Mississippi Colorguard and Percussion Circuit. Auditions are only open to those who 

marched with TPOM in the previous Fall semester and are actively enrolled at McNeese State Universtiy. 

 

What is the time commitment? 
The following is an example of mandatory events (a complete list will be available once members are selected and 

schedules are finalized). 

 Two to three mandatory summer workshops (dates TBA) 

 Our band camp, known as “Round-Up” a week or so before school begins 

 Rehearsals begin in August and run through December 

 Practices: Tuesdays 6-9 pm, Thursdays 5:30—8:30 pm, Friday 2:30-4:30 pm and 8-10 am on game 

days                  

 All home football games (regular season and playoffs) 

 At least one away game, possibly an overnight trip with miscellaneous performances 

 Homecoming parade and pep rally 

 Our marching festival, Showdown at Sundown 

 Possibly a local marching festival 

 Band Spectacular Concert 

 

Practices and performances are EXTREMELY important to the success of the program. If you feel you cannot 

make the time commitment to be at every practice and performance, then you may want to reevaluate your decision 

to audition. 

 

What if I have a conflict with the audition date? 
Those students that wish to audition but absolutely cannot make the audition date need to contact us PRIOR TO the 

audition so that an alternate time may be arranged if possible. A video audition may be accepted if the candidate 

lives beyond a certain distance from Lake Charles (roughly 300+ miles). Video auditions must be approved before 

submitting. The opportunity to audition will only be available for a short time. The band office number is 337-475-

5004. You may also contact us via e-mail at either of the following addresses: 

 

 Cortney Lyon, Guard Instructor  Dr. Jay N. Jacobs, Director of Bands 

 msucolorguard@yahoo.com   jjacobs@mcneese.edu 

mailto:msucolorguard@yahoo.com
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